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AN APPEAL FOR THE TRUTH. 



The publication, by direction of the Year- 
ly Meeting of Friefids held in Philadelphia 
in this year, (1870), of an Epistle to its mem- 
bers regarding Christian doctrine, seems to 
require from those members of that body 
who dissent from its statements, a plain expo- 
sition of their views. We enter upon this 
with no purpose of exciting controversy, but 
with the single object of bearing our testi- 
mony to the Truth, in the love of it. 

The Epistle in an early paragraph states 

that 

" It has been held bj many of other religions de- 
nominations, and the doctrine, we believe, is now ad- 
vocated bj some members of onr religious Society, 
that Christ having perfected the work of reconcili- 
ation and redemption for man, bj His sufferings and 
death, therefore a mere belief and trust in Him as 
a Saviour, in His atonement for sin, and His media- 
tion, are all that are neoessarj to effect conversion 
and forgiveness, and ensure justification ; his right- 
eousness being imputed to those thus believing 
and trusting. Thus men are taught to believe, if 



thej are onlj willing to make oonfession of their 
lost state, to accept the mercj of God in Christ 
Jesus as set forth in the holj Scriptures, and apply 
it themselves to their own condition, they are safe ; 
they may rest assured that their sins are forgiven 
them ; that they are justified by the imputed right- 
eousness of Christ, and their^alvation is secured." 

The principal object of the Epistle appears 
to be 

'*to testify against this delusive and dangerous 
opinion, and, in that love which seeks the salvation 
of all, to warn our members against adopting it ;'* 

and this for the reason that it would follow 

from it 

'*tbat men, kt any time and in their own will, may 
come to Christ, and adopting the belief that He has 
suffered in their ste&d, and paid the penalty of their 
sins, they may rest on Him as their substitute ; 
place their hopes of salvation on His atoning sacri- 
fice, and be accepted in Him ; though they may 
never have experienced thorough repentance for 
their sins, nor the washing of regeneration through* 
the renewing of the Holy Qhost.'' 

Now this inferential result is such as no 
honest religious inquirer could accept ; and 
hence, if it be correctly staled, it serves to 

*Not ^Hhrough'^ but ** anc^" in the original. 
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condemn the doctrine set forth in the preced- 
ing sentence, as unworthy of reception. 

But a sweeping statement of this kind 
should be susceptible of proof by two meth- 
ods ; by the authority of the Holy Scriptures, 
and by the ascertained results. If these be 
found to support it, let it be cheerfully ac- 
cepted and adopted. But if the whole tenor 
of the instructions given by our Lord and 
His apostles be against such a conclusion ; 
and if, further, this inference is not borne out 
by the effects which are found to be produced 
upon the hearts and characters of believers ; 
if it be condemned by the united voice of the 
apostles and teachers of Christian doctrine 
in the Bible, and by the united experience 
of all, in all time, who have in simplicity 
trusted themselves and their inter^ts to the 
atoning mercy of God in Christ Jesus, and 
whose lives have borne evidence to the reali- 
ty of the change wrought in them by faith 
in the blood of Christ, — then it must take its 
place as a misconception and misstatement 
regarding the principles of the Covenant of 
Grace. 

Npw upon this point, what is the testimony 



of the Scriptures ? Of a maltitude of pass- 
ages bearing upon it, the following statement 
of the Apostle Paul is one of the most preg- 
nant: "God was in Christ reconciling the 
world unto Himself, not imputing their tres- 
passes unto them :" that is, God's purpose of 
reconciling the world unto Himself is being 
accomplished in Christ, and the means or 
method is, " not imputing their trespasses unto 
Uiem" There can, of course, be no doubt 
that the Gospel contains a provision for the 
forgiveness of the sins of men for Christ's 
sake; the question is. When does this. for- 
giveness or justification take effect, or be- 
come availing to relieve the sinner from the 
guilt of past sin ? When is this blessedness 
" reckoned" to him ? And the answer may 
be given, as in Abraham's case, " Not in cir- 
cumcision, but in uncircumcision, and he re- 
ceived the sign of circumcision," (which is 
the type of holiness,) " a seal of the right- 
eousness of the faith which he had yet being 
uncircumcised." Can anything be more plaia 
than this ? Can anything break the force of 
the assertion in another place, that there is 
a salvation of which this is the day ? — an ac- 
cepted time, and that that time is now f 



To say that the work of sandificaition is a 
gradual or progressive one, as is urged in a 
subsequent part of the document, is only to 
bring more force to bear upon the asser- 
tion that the present and free forgiveness of 
sins for Christ's sake, is the offer of the Gos- 
pel to every one who will believe and accept 
it. " Thy faith haih made thee whole" is the 
saying of Christ to the woman whp but 
touched the hem of His garment, and was 
healed of her long-standing bodily disease. 
" By grace are ye saved, through faith," says 
the apostle to the Ephesian Christians, who, it 
is evident from the whole context of the pass- 
age, were not left in doubt of the present 
possession of '' all spiritual blessings." inclu- 
ding of course the forgiveness of sins. 

And while we would earnestly urge the 
correlative truth that Christians are to be 
known by their fruits; that that is a vain faith 
which is without works, and that only is 
genuine which is proved to be such by a holy 
life, we yet boldly assert that the full con- 
fidence in the mercy and goodness of Qod in 
Jeisus Christ to which we are invited by the 
Saviour and His Apostles, the cordial recep* 
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tion of the great truth that He was wounded 
for our transgressions and bruised for our 
iniquities, does produce in the human heart 
precisely those effects which the gracious Au- 
thor of the Gospel intended it to do. His word 
does not return unto Him void, but accom- 
plishes the work whereto He sends it. What 
the law could not do, God in His mercy ac- 
complishes by the mission of Christ, in whose 
name repentance and remission of sins are 
offered freely to all who will believe. 

There may be, and there has, in fact, often 
been, in dogmatic theology a separation not 
warranted by the truth of Scripture, between 
justification and sanctification, things which 
God has joined together ; and the lives of many 
professors of the Ghristian name show that 
they are far from being possessors of that 
living faith which overcomes the world. But 
what then ? Shall the unbelief of men make 
the faith and promises of God of no effect ? 
Nay, rather let God be true, though every man 
be unfaithful and false. 

Let us understand from these failures among 
mere professors how needful is the exhortation 
addressed to the healed and forgiven by the 



Saviour, "Sin no more, lest a worse thing coYne 
unto thee." Let us join in the earnest appeal 
to all believers, "Work out your own 
salvation with fear and trembling." But 
we must not therefore gainsay or conceal 
the fact that it is to the believers that 
these cautions are addressed, and that 
the hearty reception of the good tidings 
that Christ came to announce, lies at the out- 
set — not at the end nor in the middle — of the 
Christian course. To the unbelieving Jews 
who inquired of Him what work of God they 
might do which would recommend them, 
His answer was to direct them to confidence in 
Himself as the first step to the favor of God. 
" This is the work of God," said He, " that ye 
believe in Him whom He hath sent." 

The existence of a counterfeit proves, not the 
toorthlesmess, but the value of the true coin; 
and he is an unworthy disciple of the Saviour 
who sufiTers himself to be discouraged, and his 
faith undermined by the discovery that there 
are false professors in the Church. 

" The pure in heart [and they only] shall 
see God." " Without holiness no^ man shall 
see the Lord/' The very end and aim of 
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relfgion then is to open a way by whicli sinfiil 
man can become pure. 

The question before us therefore is, — and it 
is a question upon the reply to whick hang 
our dearest interests, for time and for eternity, 
— How is this to be accomplished? Two 
answers are given : the one, the reply that is 
made by the natural heart ; " Do right hence- 
forth, and we shall recover the purity which we 
have lost ;" the other, in the words of the 
Apostle Peter : " There are given unto us 
exceeding great and precious promises, that 
by these ye niight be partakers of the divine 
nature, having escaped the corruption that '» 
in the world through lust." Which of these 
two shall we adopt ? We appeal to the ex- 
perience of every honest observer of his own 
heart and of the hearts of others, who have 
made the attempt to bring themselves by 
anxious striving up to the level of conformity 
to the Divine pattern, whether their efforts 
have not proved unavailing ? Whether they 
have not utterly failed in the attempt to force 
the stream to rise higher than its source ? 
Has not their experience been a humiliating 
succession of defeats and failures ? No man 
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with taking thought can add to his statnre 
one cubit, nor make one hair white or black. 
Neither can he, by the roost scrupulous 
adherence to the moral law, by watching the 
issues of his heart with the utmost vigilance, 
cleanse it of its natural pollutions, or make 
himself pure in the sight of God. 

But it is the blessed characteristic of the 
new covenant that what unassisted human 
nature can never do, is undertaken by God 
himself, and He accomplishes it by simple 
means and those most appropriate to act upon 
the human heart. ** In due time Christ died 
/or the ungodly," and through Him repentance 
and forgiveness of sins are offered to all : and 
amendment of life and true holiness are the 
result in those who believe. '' Hming ilier&' 
fore these promises,** we are enabled to " cleanse 
ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and 
spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God." 

By the Law came the knowledge of sin, 
but it gives no ability to. overcome it; and it 
is only by the more excellent way, the new 
and living way revealed in the Gospel, that 
we receive power to obey the Law. To those 
who receive Him, and to none else, He gives 
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power to become the sons of God. The Law is 
never abrogated nor made void through faith ; 
nay, it is established, magnified and made 
honorable by the death of Him who fulfilled 
the Law. 

And how wonderful is the grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, who, seeing the sinful and 
miserable condition of fallen men, and their 
utter inability to lift themselves from the 
horrible pit into which sin has sunk them, and 
which is discovered to the convicted by the 
light of the Holy Spirit, left the bosom of his 
Father, and humbled Himself and became 
obedient unto death, even the death of the 
cross, tasting death for every man. The 
understanding of man, in his own will, is 
indeed unable to comprehend these things,- 
which are revealed only by the Spirit of God. 
But we have the best authority for saying 
that the influences of the Holy Spirit are 
never wanting to those who ask for them. 
He is alv^ays at hand, always ready to afford 
His necessary aid, and nothing but the hard- 
ness of the human heart prevents our being 
brought by him to the knowledge of Christ. 

Hence it is that, in the Scripture, the 



exhortation to sinners to come to Him, to 
believe on Him, is always present, always 
imperative. True, ** No man comcth unto me, 
except the Father, who hath sent me, draw 
him." But this drawing, in the sense in 
which we are now speaking, is not wanting to a 
single soul ; the responsihiDty for our salvation 
is placed upon our own heads, and in our own 
hands. Shall not the Judge of all the earth do 
right in His dealings with His creatures ? 

If then convicted sinners " are only willing 
to make confession of their lost state, to accept 
the mercy of God in Jesus Christ as set forth 
in the holy Scriptures, and apply it themselves 
to their own condition," they may indeed " rest 
assured that their sins are forgiven them." 
And in this there is no denial of the 
necessity, nor derogation from the importance 
of that Spiritual aid through which alone men 
are drawn to come unto Christ. " The carnal 
mind is enmity with God," and cannot obey 
Him, is not attracted by the invitations of 
Christ, and does in fact never come to Him, 
except through this effectual "drawing," of the 
Father. The very fact of the confession of 
sin and acceptance of God's mercy in Christ, 
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is ample evidence that the man has receive 
power from on high. The assurance, '* Th 
sins are forgiven thee," and the power t 
"rise up and walk/' come from the sam 
source ; and the resulting miracle is its ow 
sufficient vindication. 

The experience 8f "thorough repentance 
is not wanting in such a case, for it is th 
goodness of God that leads to repentanc< 
And He who thus begins the good work is abl 
and willing to complete it. He is able t 
keep that which is committed to his charge 
and He will provide the " washing of regen 
eration and the renewing of the Holy Ghost.' 
To suppose otherwise, is to admit that He wh( 
promises h not able to perform, or that H 
speaks not in good faith when He undertake 
to deliver us from our Egyptian bondage ; i 
is to limit the Holy One of Israel, and t< 
indulge the crowning sin of unbelief. 

Nor does this conflict with the most rea 
responsibility on the part of .the believer, t( 
co-operate with all his might, wuth th< 
gracious Being who thus undertakes the worL 
of his redemption. The freedom from con- 
demnation which Christ gives is coupled with 
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a warning against a return to sin : " Neither 
do I coBdemn thee ; go and sin no moreJ* 

But our sanctification is also in the fullest 
sense the work of Him ''who worketh in us 
both to will and to do of His good pleasure." 
Our Heavenly Father, who is able to remove 
mountains at once, does Nevertheless prefer to 
Use means rather than miracles in his dealings 
with men. The space of our believing lives, 
therefore, is filled up with the discipline which 
is int^aded to effect our entire sanctification. 
" All things work together for good to them 
that love Him, to them who are the called 
according to His purpose." But this fulfilling 
of His promise to those who are the '' called," 
ought nev€r to conceal from oar thoughts 
either the reality or the importance of the 
**eair' itself. The exact moment of time 
when conversion, or the new birth, takes place, 
may perhaps not be ascertained; but the 
change itself is no uncertain or indefinite one. 

It is the miracle of grace ; the beginning of 
a new life ; the addition of a new n^ember 
to the Heavenly Family, over which ** the 
angels in Heaven rejoice more than over 
ninety and nine just persons who need no 
repentance." 
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And " he that is washed needeth-not save 
to wash his feet, but is clean every whit/' 
is the assurance of the Saviour Himself to His 
disciples. 

Birth is* one thing; growth is another. 
True it is that birth is sometimes succeeded 
by death, or' by deformed or stunted growth, 
but without birth at the first there is no such 
thing as growth ; and hence the absolute 
importance that attaches, in the view of the 
Saviour and His apostles, to the beginning of 
the Spiritual life. Especially ought those 
who assume to be teachers, and should be 
skilled in "rightly dividing the word of 
truth," to observe this important distinction, 
and by no means to confound things that so 
essentially differ. 

Two or three points in the document re- 
main to be specially noticed. On the fifth 
and sixth pages occurs the following state- 
ment regarding the means or process of sal- 
vation : 

** Through the death of Christ a measure of the 
Holy Spirit has been purchased for all mankind. 
When, through obedience to this Diyine gift, anj 
one is brought to feel his sinfalneas and to strive u. 



i. 4 



return to the Father's house, true repeutance being 
brought forth, and the ministration of condemna- 
tion rightly borne, through living faith begotten in 
the soul, he experiences forgiveness of sins that 
are passed, for the sake of that most satisfactory 
sacrifice made by Christ on Calvary : ' Whom God 
hath set forth to be a propitiation, through faith in 
HSs blood ; to declare His righteousness for the re- 
mission of sins that are passed, through the for- 
bearance of God.' " 

The method here described is surely differ- 
ent from that which Paul had in mind when 
(in Rom. ii. 4) he attributes it to the " good- 
ness of God/' not to the obedience of men, 
that sinners are led to repentance. The ex- 
pression '* ministration of condemnation/' 
is the same as is used by the Apostle in 2 Cor. 
iii. 9, in reference to the former dispensation, 
called also the " ministration of death, writ- 
ten and engraved in stones," and which is 
'^done away*^ (v. 11) and its place supplied 
by the ministration of the Spirit, or '*of 
glory ;" which is the Gospel under which we 
live. 

To remit the seeker after salvation there- 
fore to the '* ministration of condemnation " 

as the way of life, is to ignore the fact that 

2 
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there is zk)w a more excellent way, even i 
Lord Jesus Christ Himself: and that *' th 
is now no condemnation to them who are j 
Him. If the old covenant had been fou 
sufficient — " faultless" — " then should 
place ihave been sought for the fieeond." 

The Law, it is said by Paul, wajs to bri 
ns to Christ, as the slave* who is sent witl 
child to lead him to school. Shall the sla 
whose office is but temporary, occupy 
teacher's place, and impose the maxims wh 
belong to his servile condition upon the fi 
bom child ? Such would seem to be the 
suit of the wish " to receive the Spirit by 
works' of the Law," rather than " by i 
hearing of faith." 

On the eleventh page we find a caut 
against mixing with others in " religious p 
formances," and the belief is expressed tl 

* Tfa« authorized yersion is here a mistraoBlati 
The word rendered ** sohool-master*' has sot t 
meaning in the original. It signifies the ''chi] 
gnide," and the reference is, as stated, to the al 
who was sent to lead or oondnct a child to 8ch< 
The school-master therefore is none other tl 
Christ Himself. 
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such association has resulted in injury to 
many. The implication arising from this, 
and from the text quoted in support of it, is 
that the Society of Friends ia represented 
by the chosen people (Ephraim) under the 
old dispensation, and that all others are 
"strangers." We ask in all candor whether this 
comports with the spirit in which Paul wrote, 
when he upbraided the Corinthian Christians 
"With carnality, because they had separated 
into parties, and were boasting in other names 
than that of Christ? — or with the tenor of 
those other remarkable passages, in which the 
Church, of which Christ is the Head,^s rep- 
resented ajB one body, of which all Christians 
are members, each having his appropriate 
duties and relations, all knit together with 
{oints and bands, and of which not one can 
say to another, " I have no need of thee," 
In our Saviour's last recorded prayer with 
His disciples. He asked for them that they 
might "all* be one." And the purpose of 
this unity is twice clearly stated, " that the 
world may believe that Thou hast sent'me." 
He who insists upon seclusion and separation 
in our religion, how is he aiding in this pur- 



:^ 
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pose of the Saviour? Is he not rather cast 
ing doubt and discredit upon that mission 
the appointed evidence of which he thui 
makes void?- And there is another import 
ant particular in which, upon his own princi 
pies, he is failing in the work, which as a ser 
vant he is called upon to do. 

If by reason of more spiritual views, or f 
deeper experience of true religion, I have ai 
advantage over my brother, my boundei 
duty is to communicate to him freely of tho8< 
good things which I have received. To sep 
arate from him, therefore, on the plea of hii 
want gf spirituality, is just to defraud hin 
of that help which God has put it into mj 
power to give him : to lose for myself the 
blessing of imparting ; and to withhold fronc 
my Master the usury of the talents which h< 
entrusts to me. And the effect will be in pro 
portion to the cause. " There is that scatter 
eth and yet increaseth ;" while the niggarc 
and miser is brought to poverty. ^ 

The great truth that Justification is by FaUl 
in Christy and not by dead works, is an old 
and precious truth — tJie fresh proclaiming o1 
which by Luther was the signal of the Bef 
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ormation, and the foundation of Protestant 
Christianity. Justification bj Faith, says 
Luther, is *'the condition of a standing or a 
failing Church." And the reason of this is 
evident. That which makes the Gospel what 
it is — the good tidings of God to the poor, the 
blind, the captives of Satan of every. kind 
and condition — is the proclamation of the 
present and free forgiveness of sin to all that 
believe in Christ. Without this it would 
differ but little in its effects from a religion 
of man's devising. It is no new thiug for 
man to be informed that perfect obedience to 
the moral law, is the great end of human 
life; it is no new thing for one who knows 
that he is a sinner, to attempt to regain the 
position he has lost by his obedience to law 
for the future. But it is a new discovery al- 
ways, to fallen and despairing man, to be in- 
formed that Christ is Vie end of the Law to 
every one that believeth ; and it is not with- 
out a struggle that he relinquishes his earnest 
efforts to obtain forgiveness and salvation by 
His own obedience. Meanwhile the revela- 
tion of "God*8 righteousness for the remis- 
sion of sins that are past" through the blood 
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of Christ, is sounded forth through the* lips 
of Apostles and Evangelists ; and, if ehe be 
true to her mission, of the Church of Christon 
earth. The Saviour of men came, as the Apos- 
tle John carefully insists, not by water only, 
but by water and blood. His religion contains 
a provision for cleansing from the guilt of 
sins that are past, as well as from the pollution 
of sins present and to come. The need of 
sanctification is one that appeals to the uni- 
versal conscience of the race ; the means of 
both justification and sanctification God has 
chosen to reveal in the Bible, and to promul- 
gate by the witness of His living Church. It 
pleases Him by *^ the foolishness of preach- 
ing" (i. e, proclaiming or promulgating) " to 
save tbem that believe." From age to age 
He raises up witnesses to the Truth, who can 
testify that the Gospel of the present forgive- 
ness of sin for Christ's sake is the power 
which God puts forth for the salvation of 
men. When this witness is clear and distinct, 
and Christians are in earnest in the work to 
which He calls them, then are the churches 
edified and multiplied, and the Lord adds to 
their number daily such as are saved. But 
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when the traditions and additions of men, or 
their want of understanding the tenor of the 
message and its solemn import, have obscured 
tke simplicity and marred the directness of 
the Gospel which they preadb, then has the 
light become dim ; the workmen such as hav€r 
need to be ashamed, and the church that, is 
in such a case, may well heed the awfu-l vfeim-' 
lag addressed to the Church of Ephesus . 
'* Remember from whence thou art fallen, 
and repent and do the 'first Works; of else I 
will come unto thee quickly, and will remove 
thy candlestick out of his place, except thou 
repent" 

In strict accordance with the saying of 
Luther quoted above, the body of Ohristians' 
of whose doctrines thtt docament is the au- 
thorized exponent, is a decaying church. In 
no spirit of judgment or of harshness would 
we call the attention of its members to this 
fact^ and invite them to examine in the light 
of the Holy Spirit, and by the evidence of 
common sense, what is their standing in the 
great economy of God's Providence, as wit- 
nesses for His revealed Truth, entrusted by 
Him with the joyful yet awful responsibility 
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of aiding His work in the earth ? The laws 
of cause and effect are as much a part of the 
system by which He governs spiritual things, 
as they are of the material universe. If it 
were not so, all attempts to convey truth by 
means of exam pie and parable, would be worse 
than futile. The problem is an earnest one, 
worthy of the most serious consideration of 
the members of the Society of Friends, in 
these parts especially. Why are things as 
they are amongst us ? ' Why is this Church 
decreasing in numbers and so poorly fulfilling 
its duties in the conversion of the world to 
Christ ? 

I believe the answer of an impartial in- 
quirer will be : The reason is in the doctrines 
which are promulgated. We are a decaying 
church, because we have almost forgotten to 
teach a present Justificalvon by Faith in Chrisl^ 
instead of its being, as it should be, the very 
burden of our message. 

Of those into whose hands these pages will 
fall, there are some whose condemnation and 
rejection of them is a foregone conclusion. 
They will " despise" the substance of what has 



been said, and "wonder" at the presumption 
which puts it forth. It will not be the first 
time in the history of Christ^s church that his 
disciples, even those who were really such, 
have been offended at the thought of his 
readiness to receive and to heal the sin-sick and 
the suffering. They fail to apprehend the Sa- 
viour's love to sinners, or to see that he is more 
willing to give than we can be to receive. 
There are others, who, like the heathen 
governor, will care for none of these things, 
and will drive them from their thoughts; 
deliberately neglecting the offer of salvation, 
which is undoubtedly made by our Father in 
Heaven to every one who will receive it, and 
heaping up for themselves, in greater certainty 
with every rejected call, the wrath of Him 
whose justice they defy. 

There is another class to whom the Gospel 
offer is ineffective, because there is coupled 
with it the injunction to obey ; and this is too 
hard for them. They go away sorrowful, for 
their possessions are great, and they will not 
sacrifice them for Christ. 

But there are others, and we believe they 
are many, who belong to neither of these class- 
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es, but who are earnestly seekingy although m 
yet without fiuding, the way of life. To them 
we offer a few words of loving encouragement 
and suggestion ; and we can truly say that we 
do so in a measure of the constraining love of 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

Let it be remembered then that the Gkwpd 
which was introduced by Grod into the world, 
nearly two thousand years ago, was intended 
in good faith by Him who is Truth itself, for 
the salvation and not for the condemnation of 
men. ** He came not to condemn the world, 
but that the world through Him might be 
saved.'' It was a new economy, a new system, 
a " new and living way," a " more excellent 
way" than the former or dispensation of the 
Law. It is applicable to the needs of every 
human soul, and being divine in its origin, it 
is necessarily sufficient for the purpose for 
wh ich God has appointed it. The one obstacle 
which is recognized as limiting the action, and 
tiirning aside the gracious purposes of our 
Heavenly Father, is the unbelief of men : 
" Christ could do there no mighty works 
because of their unbelief." The one condition 
usually required to draw forth the exhibition 
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of his power for the healiog of bodily disease^ 
was Faith in the applicant. 

He who knew the hearts of men better than 
they do themselves, found in the past sins 
even of thieves and publicans and harlots, no 
obstacle to the exercise of His prerogative of 
mercy, if they would but come and take him 
at his word, holding fast by his faithfulness, 
and thus drawing on his infinite power for 
deliverance. 

Now what every sinner needs in order to 
effect that much greater miracle, the healing 
of the hurt of the soul, is just the application 
of the same power, guided by the same love, 
that was effectual for the relief of bodily dis- 
ease. We cannot save ourselves. Ko acts of 
our own, no long continued effort will avail 
to make us what we ought to be, and what we 
must become before we can be fit for Heaven. 
But this weakness of ours is as well known to 
God as it is to ourselves. Nay, it is better 
known to Him than it can be to us ; and He 
has provided in the blood of Jesus Christ, an 
ever open fountain in which we may wash 
and be clean; an inexhaustible source of 
power to which we can always apply ; and He 
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assnres us, in language varied in every form of 
solemn asseveration, that He will receive and 
heal every one that cometh to God by Him. 
Nay, more, in the earnestness with which He 
seeks to impress upon us the reality, of those 
things which we are so slow to learn, He con- 
firms his words by an oath, so that those who 
flee for refuge to lay hold upon this hope, may 
have the strong consolation which certainty 
affords. These things are simply paraphrases 
of the Gospel language, which has passed 
through your ears and over your tongues 
times without number, making so little im- 
pression that the very words seem to have 
become slippery with use, and they are to you 
as a tale that is told. The reason is that they 
are not mixed with Faith, in your hearts that 
hear and read them. 

And just at this point many stumble, be- 
cause they have hitherto failed to realize that 
the command to believe God is as binding 
upon them as is the so-called moral law. It 
is enunciated in terms as positive and earn- 
est, and the consequences of disobedience are 
threatened to the unbelieving in the same 
awful language as is the doom of murderers 
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and adulterers. As has been before stated, 
all other things possible to be done by the 
sinner to please God are postponed to this 
one. The obedience which He requires is the 
obedience of Faith, and without this it is im- 
possible to please Him. The special sin of 
which the Holy Spirit shall convince the 
world, is the sin of unbelief. And the char- 
acter and proper result of a true belief is 
stated by the Apostle John to be, " that ye 
may know that ye have eternal life." Noth- 
ing short of this is the proper effect of a 
genuine, overcoming faith, and with nothing 
less than this should we dare to be satisfied. 
Now the inability to exercise such a faith, 
which is called by men weakness, is called 
by God, sin. As sin, therefore, it must either 
be judged and punished, or repented of and 
forgiven ; and if the latter, it must be re- 
nounced as any other sin is renounced. 

Now, whoever thou art whose sinful weak- 
ness is thus described, — a state from which 
nothing thou canst do in the way of good 
works or of self- dedication can rescue thee, 
— the door of salvation is open to thee through 
simple confidence in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
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And why shouldst thou not confide in Him? 
Do not His life and His words give thee the best 
possible assurance that He is such an one as 
may be trusted, even with the concerns of 
thy soul ? If not, whom else wilt thou trust 7 
For thee there are two courses open : the one, 
to continue thy own unaided efforts, which 
must end in thy eternal ruin ; the other to 
give thyself up, no longer doubting, Into the 
hands of Him who has opened for thee a 
door which no man can shut 

Hitherto, in the folly of thy natural heart, 
thou hast been taking thy dijffldenee for vir' 
iue ; thou hast thought it presumption in such 
an one as thou to take to thyself the message 
of His love ; thou hast said to thyself, I ani 
unworthy — my place is to wait until He calls 
me ; and when He calls me by the power of 
His Holy Spirit, I will then enter in and find 
rest. Ah ! weary soul I Dost thou expect a 
louder call, a more distinct utterance of His 
will concerning thee than thou hast already 
had ? Has not the Father been " drawing" 
thee — the voice of the Shepherd been calling 
thee long ? The faintest aspiration of desire 
to arise and return to thy Father's house is 
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begotten by Himself, for it can have no other 
origin. The thoughts of thy natural heart 
are only evil continually. What folly then 
to wait yet longer for its testimony before 
thou wilt credit the assurance of Him who 
cannot lie I For, say what we will, to this 
point does thy course tend ; thou art putting 
off Faith until thou canst feel ; thou art pre- 
ferring to direct thy gaze inward to that dark 
heart of thine, which is, as thou very well 
knowest, accessible to the influences of the 
evil one, for evidence of what God has chosen 
to reveal in another way. Thy unrenewed 
heart can give thee ample evidence of its 
own corruption, which will condemn thee ; 
but that which will save thee, if thou art 
saved at all, is the love of God, with which 
thou art as yet unacquainted. "He that 
. trusteth in his own heart is a fool/' is the say- 
ing of the wise man. 

God has never told thee to wait for the seal 
of the Spirit before thou wilt give heed to 
His gracious assurances. 

His promise is to give the Holy Spirit, a 
seal of confirmation to those who believe. 
Let not then the sin of \x\iVi^\V^l Xsw^Vxa.'^siC^ 
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heart. Accept the gracious declaration which 
He makes, that He will receive and heal even 
thee ; for if the Gospel be meant for the sal- 
vation of sinners, thou art a sinner and thoa 
mayest be saved. 

Let not conscience, nor ihj own doubts, 
nor the doubts of others, keep thee back from 
pressing through the crowd that surrounds 
his feet, to touch the hem of His garment. 
Pour forth thy prayers in tKo one availing 
name of the Lord Jesus Christ ; ask for the 
gift of the Holy Spirit, and thou shalt receive 
power to " take the cup of salvation, and call 
on the name of the Lord." 

Thou art the man ; and it is to thee that the 
word of this salvation is sent. 

Wm. S. Hilles. 
Wilmington, Delaware, 1870. 



